































D.A.R.T. REPORT 
(Dete Animal Rescue Trust)

REMOVING TELEPHONE WIRE

UPDATE No.5 - 29th August 2020

INSIDE HWANGE NATIONAL PARK

The release of our “Telephone Wire Removal Reports” provoked an unanticipated but very welcome level of 
support from the Zimbabwean conservation community. 


Their response was immediate and the arrival of so many dedicated and highly motivated “conservation 
assistants” led to the speedy removal of a staggering quantity of potentially lethal snare-wires from in and 
around the Main Camp area of Hwange National Park.  


On Friday 21st August 2020 the first teams of young, enthusiastic safari guides and their passionate safari 
lodge owners and operation managers descended on the small town of Dete to selflessly volunteer their time 
and energy on this project to protect the wildlife of Hwange. 

Having travelled all the way from Victoria Falls, 
John Laing and his group of guides from 
Batoka Lodges arrived late Friday afternoon. 


Wasting no time they immediately joined the 
D.A.R.T./Ukhozi Team to roll up and recover a 
record haul of 6.4km of phone wire in only 3hrs.


With grateful thanks to Batoka Lodges and 
their volunteer guides including Angelica (the 
only woman guide in the group), Harris, 
Blessed, Richard, Cosmos, Givemore, 
Terrance, Ntando and John for their infectious 
enthusiasm and boundless energy. 

The following morning saw the arrival of Terry Anders of 
Iganyana Tented Camp, James Varden of Ride 
Zimbabwe, their teams of guides and some members of 
the Hwange Safari Lodge Staff including: Mr. Sugar, 
Willy, Elliot, Simba, Craig, Liberty Mkombo, Fortune 
Ncube, Mr. Masotsha, Victor Dambuza & Crouther Dube


As lunchtime approached the hungry guides couldn’t 
believe their luck when an Iganyana vehicle arrived 
bearing a scrumptious lunch of sadza, stew and relish 
professionally prepared by the Iganyana Camp chefs 
using fresh food produce generously donated by:

Kalpesh Parshotam (Bonsa Spar)

Juliet Johnson (Rosslyn Safaris)

Brent Le Roux (bigtoolsa@gmail.com)

Zak Howa (Fazaks)

The Randall Family
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Well-deserved lunch break in the bush!! Grateful thanks to Iganyana Camp chefs, Iganyana Take-away Deliveries 
and all the Bulawayo fresh food produce donors for these delicious meals. 

After lunch it was back to the hard work of dropping old telephone poles then cutting and rolling many hundreds 
of kilometres of the decommissioned telephone wire every day. 


















The D.A.R.T. / UKHOZI Team began this Telephone Wire Removal Project on 7th July 2020. 

Over the 6-week period ending 21st August they recovered 223km of telephone wire weighing approx. 7.5 Tons.


Assuming an average wire snare is 3m long this haul has removed 74,200 potential snares from the Hwange bush. 

The arrival of the teams of volunteer guides certainly sped up the quantity of telephone wire recovered and removed.

Over a brief 8.5day period from 21-29th August they recovered 203km of telephone wire weighing approx. 6.8 Tons.

Assuming an average wire snare is 3m long this haul has removed 67,500 potential snares from the Hwange bush. 


This Project has now removed a TOTAL 426km of phone wire (or 141,700 potential snares) weighing 14.3 Tons 






Priority was given to the recovery of the fallen telephone 
wires that could have endangered or entangled 
unsuspecting wild animals inside the National Park. 


Much of this hazardous wire had been lying undetected or 
unnoticed by humans for many years. 


It was clear from state of the tangled bundles that many wild 
animals had already been caught up in this wire over the 
years and their desperate struggles for freedom could easily 
be imagined.  


Finding, untangling and rolling-up this dangerous wire was a 
frustratingly slow, time-consuming process but also the 
most important aspect of the entire wire recovery project. 

Very grateful to everyone who generously volunteered their time to help to turn tangled wire hazards like this into 
neat rolls that could finally be removed from the wildlife area. 

Not only a difficult job but dangerous too!! The blood above Terry’s eye shows how lucky he was not to lose his 
eye when the sharp end of some wire unexpectedly came free, recoiled and flicked back into his face….

OUR PHONE WIRE PROJECT HAS 
NOW REMOVED


TOTAL 426km of PHONE WIRE 
TOTAL WEIGHT 14.3 Tons 

POTENTIAL SNARES 141,700 

WITH GRATEFUL THANKS TO ALL 
VOLUNTEER HELPERS &


ALL FRESH FOOD DONORS &

ALL ADMIN & LOGISTIC DONORS 


