



 

21st August - 11th September - It came as a totally unexpected but very welcome surprise to the DART/
Ukhozi Team when Mr John Laing (ZPGA Board Member) arrived with three different teams of young safari 
guides from Victoria Falls who had volunteered to come and help us cut down and collect the telephone wire. 

8 - 9th September - Our telephone wire project even attracted the attention of the Chairman and Vice 
Chairman of the ZPGA who came all the way from Harare to lend a hand and inspect progress on the project. 

30th July - This is when the DART/
Ukhozi Team were authorised by 

Main Camp Area Manager Brighton 
Joroma to remove fallen telephone 

wire found INSIDE the Park.  

This tragic image of a dead male 
Kudu that we found entangled in 

the fallen telephone wire soon 
made its way onto social media. In 

no time at all the image had 
reached a wide audience and we 

were inundated with offers of help. 

8th - 19th Sept - DART first 
received a report about this snared 

Buffalo on 8th Sept and 
immediately followed up. The 

buffalo was constantly alert and 
evaded many of our close 

approaches. Finally after 10 
unsuccessful days we asked Mr 

Dennis Nel & his horse to act as a 
decoy to distract the buffalo. This 
allowed me to get close enough to 
dart it on foot & remove the snare. 
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25th Sept - DART was called to dart an elephant 
calf with a very loose snare around it's leg. In these 
cases the mother must always be darted first to 
ensure she doesn’t cause any problems protecting 
her calf. In the 6mins it took for the drug to take 
effect, the mother slowed & was overtaken by her 
calf that continued to follow the herd. This meant 
the calf couldn't be darted so we woke the mother 
up with the antidote. The calf & its mother were seen 
a few days later & the snare had fallen off the calf. 

28th Sept - D.A.R.T. is most 
grateful to the Varden family of 
Ride Zimbabwe who sourced 
fresh produce from their vast 
network of local donors & the 
Anders family of Iganyana 
Lodge who cooked and did a 
daily delivery of food into the 
field for the Ukhozi Team & all 
the volunteer assistants from 
Victoria Falls who were busily 
working to cut down & roll up 
the endless telephone wire.

16th October - We thought this day would never come but finally an 
enormous Western Transport truck arrived & the DART/Ukhozi Team 
loaded it with all the telephone wire collected over the last 3 months.


Through the generosity of our donors and the support of countless 
volunteer helpers the truck was filled with a Total of 623km of 
Telephone Wire weighing 26.3 tons that was collected and removed 
from poaching hotspot areas bordering Hwange National Park.


This was an enormously successful project initiated by DART/Ukhozi 
and supported by our donors that captured the attention & received 
praise from of a wide international audience of conservationists. 

24th October - D.A.R.T. immobilised & removed a steel cable snare 
buried 2cm beneath the skin on the leg of an elephant at Bumbusi 
Camp near Sinamatella in the north of the Park. The terrible wound 
was cleaned, treated & long-acting antibiotics were administered.









11th November - When rescuing a snared elephant calf it’s essential for safety reasons to first dart the mother. 
This exercise was especially dangerous because the cow & calf were located within a herd of over 150 elephants. 
All went well with the immobilisation, the snare was removed, the wound was cleaned & treated and both 
elephants woke up at the same time. The rescue of such a young calf was an intensely rewarding experience. 

23rd November - Waste disposal & trash collection is NOT 
the job of DART/Ukhozi but something had to be done when 
we saw this environmental disaster inside a wildlife area. The

hazardous site was frequented by hyena, elephant & bush pigs at night and by baboons etc during the day. To set 
an example the Ukhozi men collected the recyclable trash, incinerated & buried the rest & dug a pit for new trash.

None of this conservation & wildlife rescue work could have been achieved by the D.A.R.T./Ukhozi Team in 2020 
without the help & generous support of our donors. For 2021 D.A.R.T. will not only continue our essential activities 
& provide Ranger deployment assistance to National Parks but D.A.R.T. has already secured exclusive permission 
to operate in a new wildlife area bordering the Park where animal populations are high & poaching is rife. 


D.A.R.T. would like to wish all our friends, donors and loyal supporters a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 2021.           


                                                                                                                      Best Wishes,      Paul


