












DART NEWSLETTER 

MARCH 2021

The primary responsibilities and objectives of the DART/Ukhozi Team in 2021 are:
1. Wild Animal Rescue - Darting and snare removal from snared and injured wildlife.
2. Snare Removal Patrols - To search for and remove poacher’s snares from the bush.
3. Park Ranger Deployment Assistance - DART vehicles are used for scheduled Ranger deployments.
4. Parks AP Tracker Dogs Collaboration - Working closely with Parks anti-poaching tracker dog unit. 
5. Road & Fire-break clearing - Clear an anti-poaching road network to improve Parks response times.

The exceptionally good rains we received during the 2020/21 rainy season came as a very welcome and 
much-needed relief to the Park, especially after the very poor rains that fell in this area the previous year. 

Currently all the waterholes are full, the grass is tall, the vegetation is lush and dense and all the animals are 
smiling. For the last few months however the incessant rain made it impossible for us to carry out snare 
patrols or complete a full day’s work in the bush. Apart from the daily rain, the dense vegetation limited our 
visibility to the point where the fear of walking into an unseen buffalo or treading on a poisonous snake 
made conditions far too dangerous for us to conduct snare patrols. 

Park Ranger Deployment Assistance 
Despite the rain, DART continued with our commitment to 
provide transport for the scheduled deployment of Park Rangers 
to remote outposts in the Park. 

From the beginning of March, the DART/Ukhozi Team started 
to carry out the rest of our wildlife commitments for 2021.

It’s now the end of March. We’re still receiving the odd 
downpour but essentially the rainy season has started to wane.

Snare Removal Patrols

The collection of snares is a 
never-ending activity. 

People judge success by the 
number of snares collected but 
ironically, if snares keep being 

found in the same area, the snare 
team may NOT be acting as a 

successful deterrent to poachers. 

Our Team’s success in each area 
means they must constantly 
move to new areas to patrol.



Wild Animal Rescue
In March DART received a report about a snared elephant calf from the management of Bumbusi Camp in 
the far north of the Park. We responded immediately and located the herd on our first day at Bumbusi but the 
challenges posed by the dense vegetation and waterlogged terrain kept us waiting for a few days until the 
elephants could be found in a more suitable and safer area for darting.    

DART was joined after a few days by the Area Manager of Sinamatella, the Parks Veterinarian and the Parks 
capture team. Because of the potential risks that could arise when darting a young elephant in such difficult 
terrain, their assistance on this operation was greatly appreciated. Ultimately the elephant calf was 
successfully darted, the deeply embedded snare was removed, the wound was treated, the reversal antidote 
was administered and 15-minutes later the calf was reunited with its mother. 

Normally it can be impossible to find, monitor or follow-up on the progress of a free-ranging, wild elephant 
after an operation like this. On this occasion however we were very pleased to receive the following 
correspondence and photo from the Manager of Bumbusi Camp a few days later.  

"Saw the herd this morning but no visual of the youngster. 

Great news, they just came into camp and saw the little guy, 
just trying to get a pic.
Here’s a pic of the mother and calf, sadly not the best pic. 
Being camera shy but he was lying under the mahogany 
in front of camp. 
Was able to see him walking and he is now putting pressure
on it which he wasn’t doing before - so good result”.
(Grateful thanks to the management and staff of Bumbusi).



Clearing Roads & Firebreaks
For 10-days this month, the Ukhozi Team assisted the Area Manager at Makona Camp on the extreme 
southern border of the Park. Their task involved bush-clearing and opening up a new network of anti-
poaching roads to facilitate Ranger deployment and enable Parks anti poaching units to respond faster to 
reported poaching incidents.  (See attached letter of thanks from Makona Area Manager). 

To enable DART to conduct our own 
snare patrols and Ranger deployments 
along the Park Boundary from Dete 
Town to Chokamela Lodge, the 
DART/Ukhozi Team has been busy 
cutting-back Dichrostachys cinerea 
thorn bush encroachment, removing 
acacia thorns and clearing the local 
network of roads and firebreaks. 

Parks AP Tracker Dogs Collaboration
DART is pleased to have the unique opportunity of being granted permission to work in collaboration with 
the National Parks Tracker Dog Unit. After some initial trials, this week marked our first full week of 
working together to patrol the poaching hotspots along the National Park Boundary north of Dete Town.

On-going Vehicle Breakdowns and Repairs
The ageing DART vehicles continue to travel over 2,000km 
every month over some of the worst roads and bush tracks in 
the National Park. As a result vehicle breakdowns and 
repairs are a regular part of life. Thanks to the magic 
performed by Parks mechanic Mr. Owen Mangwana he 
somehow manages to keep the DART vehicles operational.  

Thanks to DART Donors and Supporters
None of the wildlife darting, ranger deployments snare 
patrols or any other wildlife work carried out by DART 
would be possible without the essential financial and 
material support provided by our loyal DART donors. 

  Makona Camp - Before         Makona Camp - After          Makona Roads - Before         Makona Roads - After

Grateful thanks to our DART donors, supporters and National Parks 


