
  







D.A.R.T. REPORT 
(Dete Animal Rescue Trust)


FRUSTRATING the POACHERS  
By REMOVING “FREE” SNARE WIRE 










2. Old telephone poles and phone lines run parallel to 
the railroad track that makes up much of the NE 

boundary of Hwange National Park.

These phone lines have long since been 

decommissioned and no longer serve any purpose.

Over the years many poles have fallen or been pushed 

over by elephants leaving hundreds of kilometres of 
the copper-coated, high-tensile steel telephone wires 

strewn all over the ground.

1. For many young people it’s impossible to 
imagine what life was like “before” mobile 
phones and smart phones took over the World 
and changed our lives forever.….. 


But there was a time when a single rotary-dial 
telephone could easily meet the personal needs 
of everyone in a family whenever they wanted to 
communicate with the outside world. 


These phones were permanently tethered to a 
socket in our homes, and it was only through a 
complex network of physical copper wires 
strung across endless miles of telephone poles 
that we could call and speak to somebody on 
another telephone at the other end of the line. 

3. D.A.R.T. has been removing snares from injured wild 
animals for more than 20 years. During this time, the 
most common type of snare found and removed from 
animals we’ve darted are snares made (recycled) from 
telephone wires.


As an unfortunate animal fights and struggles to free its 
self, a snare made from this incredibly strong high-
tensile, copper-coated steel wire, with a diameter of 
less than 5mm, will quickly slice through the animal’s 
skin and cut deep into flesh.


In some cases a telephone-wire snare will garrotte and 
“mercifully" kill a small animal very quickly. Stronger 
animals will fight and eventually break the snare but not 
before it inflicts some terrible, life-threatening wounds. 









Giraffe with Telephone Wire Snare 




Lion With Telephone Wire Snare                                    Painted Dog With Telephone Wire Snare


4. Because telephone lines are Government property, it is the 
responsibility of a Government body to collect the fallen wire. 
Lack of resources however, made this impossible and red-tape 
restrictions prevented anyone else from offering assistance. 


More recently however D.A.R.T. received permission to assist 
with the collection of old telephone wire which will eliminate an 
enormous source of “freely available" snares for poachers.  


Benefits Resulting from the Removal of Fallen Telephone Wire

1. By removing this source of freely available snare wire, the 

lives of many unfortunate wild animals will be saved. 

2. It will be easier to remove this wire while we can see and 
collect it in bulk rather than wait for it to be cut up into 
thousands of snares & hidden in the bush.  

3. It would be preferable to remove it now rather than 
waiting to see it dangling from the neck or leg of a wild 
animal.


4. It would be more cost-effective to collect it rather than 
waste time, money, diesel and expensive drugs to dart 
and remove it from another snared animal.    

Fortunately Zebra are strong 
animals with a thick neck so 
they tend to break a 
telephone wire snare before 
it can inflict too much 
damage or injure the animal 
too badly. 


Despite this however, the 
snare still needs to be 
removed and the animal 
darted at great expense.


