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DART SNARE REMOVAL UNIT 

HWANGE NATIONAL PARK

The task of collecting the 
old copper telephone lines 

has been made much easier 
in areas where elephants 
have thoughtfully pushed 
over and snapped the old 

telephone poles.  


In other areas where the 
broken phone lines are still 

attached to the top of 
towering telephone poles, 
the task of recovering this 

wire is far more difficult and 
potentially dangerous.

In some areas the 
broken telephone lines 
had become entangled 
and suspended above 
animal trails creating 

dangerous wire hazards 
and snares. 


From animal tracks and 
drag marks seen on the 
ground some of this wire 
had already got caught 

around the legs or horns 
of a passing buffalo. 

Interesting Telephone Wire Removal Figures 
1. Average distance between poles = 50m

2. Average number of lines per pole = 40 lines

3. Average total length of wire recovered 

between poles 50m apart = 2,000m or 2km

4. Average total weight of wire recovered 

between poles 50m apart = 75kg


Daily Work by D.A.R.T. Snare Removal Team 
1. Remove wire from +/- (3 x 50m) sections/day

2. TOTAL distance of wire collected = 6km /day

3. TOTAL weight of wire collected = 225kg / day

4. POTENTIAL number of 3m-long wire snares 

that could be made from daily wire removed = 
2,000 potential snares removed every day!!


















Although the D.A.R.T. Snare Removal Team is more comfortable on the ground patrolling the bush in search of 
poacher’s snares, they have welcomed the challenge of recovering an estimated “2,000 potential snares” 

suspended from telephone poles high above terra firma every day.


Although it’s a difficult and dangerous task to remove phone lines from atop telephone poles, it’s much easier to 
remove this wire while it can be seen and collected in bulk rather than wait for it to be cut up by poachers into 

thousands of lethal snares and hidden in the bush. 


The D.A.R.T. Team soon developed a special technique (using an old wooden pole) to support telephone poles that 
bent over and threatened to break when the tension and weight of the old lines were cut from one side of the pole.

Rolling up 2,000m of wire by hand from 
every 50m section between the telephone 

poles was a frustrating and time consuming 
task that demanded a better solution. 


After making enquiries the telephone 
company casually uncovered and offered 
us the use of their “secret” but invaluable 
wire-rolling tool which went a long way to 
speed up the task for the D.A.R.T. Team.

Even in our 
technologically 
advanced world 

the value of simple 
indestructible tools 

cannot be 
underestimated. 


This one enables 
us to roll up many 
telephone wires at 

once. Phew!!!

To ensure accountability and 
to guarantee that any wire 

collected does not get stolen 
or recycled and make its 

way back into the bush as 
snares, all wire collected is 
weighed and safely stored 

with D.A.R.T. 

When a significant truck load 
of wire has been recovered, 
it will be sent to TelOne in 
Harare for sale or disposal.


