
At the beginning of June 2020 D.A.R.T. was 
approached by a group of young men from the 
Dete Community who asked how they might 
best assist wildlife conservation work in and 
around Hwange National Park. 


The socio-economic desperation caused by the 
Covid19 pandemic & lockdown was beginning 
to be seen by the escalation of poaching and by 
the high number of snared animals being 
reported, darted & rescued in and around the 
Town of Dete bordering Hwange National Park.  


Their offer of assistance could not have come at 
a better time and D.A.R.T. immediately set about 
facilitating special training, operating permits & 
donor funding to help get this team operational.

The diligent work done 
by this team to remove 
poacher’s wires snares 
from poaching hotspots 
in the Dete Township 
area bordering Hwange 
National Park attracted 
the attention of some 
donor organisations 
who kindly donated 
work uniforms, boots & 
food parcels to the men.

Their eagle-eyed ability to spot and swiftly 
swoop in to remove well-concealed wire 
snares hidden in the bush was the 
inspiration behind the group calling 
themselves “Ukhozi” which means “Eagle" 
in the local Ndebele language.  

 

As a community-based association, these 
men are now known as the Ukhozi Wildlife 
Conservation Co-operative (U.W.C.C.). 
They assist D.A.R.T. and are currently 
supported by F.O.H.; S.A.C.T. & HCS-(UK).


They have already undertaken a wide 
variety of tasks to protect & conserve 
wildlife in this area including Snare patrols; 
Tracking snared & injured wildlife; 
Removing 1,000’s of potential snares 
made from decommissioned telephone 
wire and much, much more.  
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